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Christ Renews His Parish - Parishioner Snapshot

Mike Pindell is a parishioner who has been on a men's Christ Renews His
Parish retreat, and is currently working with a team of other parishioners to
prepare for the next men's retreat on September 26th and 27th in Monroe.
Mike has volunteered to share his experiences concerning Christ Renews His
Parish, and answered some questions in a recent interview. S5t. Rose men
who are interested in attending this month's retreat should contact Mike
Ronan at 733-9186 or michael@jerichopartnership.org.

Why did you choose to go on the Christ Renews His Parish retreat? "I
attended a CRHP retreat in March 2009. I had been thinking about going on a
retreat for several months. I had heard about the men's retreat at Mass and was invited by a few people who
had previously attended. With a little encouragement from my family, I decided it was time for me to attend.”

Have you felt more connected to your parish since the retreat? "Absolutely. I met several parishioners at the
retreat many of which I continue to speak with on a weekly basis."”

What part of the retreat experience was most memorable, or touched you the most? "I enjoyed the faith
stories that each team member shared with the participants. But the best part was a surprise that I don't want
to spoil for the next group of participants.”

Would you say you feel renewed spiritually since the retreat and, if so, how - and what part of the Christ
Renews His Parish experience, if anything, made you feel most renewed? "The retreat was an opportunity for

me to deepen my faith. Since the retreat, I am more committed to reading scripture and I frequently attend Mass
during the week."

When did you join a team - and why, at that time, did you join? Did you feel a call to do so? "I joined Team 9 a
week after attending the Spring retreat. For me there wasn't much of a discernment. I wanted to become more

involved in the parish and this was the right ministry at the right time. I did consult with my wife and she
was very supportive of this commitment.”

What were the best parts about being on a team? What were the most difficult? "The best part was the
camaraderie that our team developed. I confess I was a little intimidated to commit for six months of
preparations. But the time flew by and I look forward to our weekly meetings. As a member of the team
preparing for the upcoming retreat, we really went deep into the various themes that are discussed at each
retreat. It was rewarding to share diverse experiences about topics such as Christian community and scripture
as well as how faith and prayer can help us overcome our everyday challenges.”

What's next? “I will continue to be involved in future CRHP retreats. But after this retreat, I plan to join another
ministry like the Knights of Columbus or Religious Ed in order to stay connected with the parish.”

What would you say to someone considering attending a retreat? What would you say to someone
considering whether to join a team? "Ifyou are considering attending a retreat, you are already being called
closer to Christ. Answer the call and take the opportunity to enrich your spirituality. If you are considering
joining a team, make sure you and your family are comfortable making the commitment. In either case, come
with an open mind and an open heart and I guarantee you will feel energized by the experience.”

Upcoming Christ Renews His Parish Retreats

Men’s: September 26-27 — Contact Michael Ronan 733-9186 Michael@jerichopartnership.org

Women’s —November 21-22 — Contact Sue Rocca at 270-1497 or Bev Tevnan 270-8787
btevnan@charter.net
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