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TOFFICE OF THE BisHop April 25-26, 2009

Dear friends in Christ,

Allow e to thank you most sincerely for your responise to Senate Bill #3899, As
you recall, it was intended to implement the Connecticut Supreme Court decision
legalizing same-sex matrriage. As originally written, Bill #8%9 provided no real
protaction for the rights of religious organizations. Thanks to an cutpouring of letters,
emails, and calls from Catholics and other concerned citizens throughout the State of
Connecticut, the Bilt was amended. It naw includes a significant exemption for
churches and atiiliated organizations. This exemption covers items such as marriage
cerermonies, use of favilities, and delivery of adoptlon services and foster care. Qur
Church will continue to provide eompassionate care to people in need throughout
Fajrfield County.

The Church continues to défend, vigorously, traditional marriage as
foundational ta a healthy society. Tt believes that the Supreme Court decision on same-
sex marriage was erroneous. Nonetheless, we should be grateful to those legislators
who listened to our outcry and amended this legislation to protect religious liberty.

Thanks to the leadership of the clergy, and thanks to your leadership as citizens.
and believers, we have made a difference in our State. Bill #1098, the unconsttutional
Church re-organization bill, was withdrawn. An assisted suicide bill was withdrawn.
An attempt to further expand the ¢ivil statutes for sexual abuse died in committee. And
Senate Bill #89% was significantly amended. All this shows how important and valuable
it is wher we unite in voicing our concerns. | am deeply grateful.

I ask God to bless you and your loved ones, most especially during this jovous
Easter season.

Faithfully in Christ,

e bbmins £ Ao,

) Most Reverend William B, Lori
.. Bishop of Bridgeport
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