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April 2009

Dear Bralhers and Sisters in O heist,

At the request of Pope Benedict XV the Geod Friday apecial collection,
which falls on April 10 this year, supporls programs and services in the Holy
Land. The Ponlifical Collection for 11oly Land supports Christians in the land
where our faith was born, and preserves the holy sites associated with the birth,
death, and Resurroction of Owr [oed.

The Franciscan crder, which has had custody of the Holy Tand sites for
300 years, continues to serve the people and places tharg, taril:tg fur the poor,
educating young people, and protecting the parishes, chapels, and shrines
assigned to thewr care. The funds from the Holy Land Appeal not only supporl
the mainignance and renovation of the holy places of cur failh, they assist both
{hnstian communibes and the poorest of every laith, providing education,
health care, and housing to thove in desperate need,

The sacred siles and ancient Christian communities of the Hely TLand are a
rrecous part of our heritage of faith. Please be as gencrons as possible in your
suppart for the Holy Land collection this Good Friday,

'Si.un:err.-_'l}r m Christ,

Mozt Reverend William B o
Bishap of Bridyeport
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