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THIS WEEK AT ST. ROSE – Sunday, December 6, 2009 
 
Sunday, December 6 
8 a.m. – 2 p.m.   Christmas Boutique (3) 
1 p.m.    Rehearsal for Live Nativity 
7-10 p.m.   Men’s CRHP (2) 
Monday, December 7 
7:30 p.m.   Vigil mass for Holy Day (1) 
7:30 p.m.   Pro-Life Meeting (Rectory) 
Tuesday, December 8 (Immaculate Conception) 
9:30 – 11 a.m.   WEBS (2) 
10:00 a.m.   Job Network Support Group 2 
7-8 & 8-9:30 p.m.  Al-Anon (2) 
9 p.m.    Night of Prayer for Life (1) 
Wednesday, December 9 
9-11:30 a.m.   Teach Me to Pray…Play (2) 
10 a.m.    Matthew Kelly Program (2) 
6:30 p.m.   Women’s Club Meeting (3) 
7:00 p.m.   Folk Choir Rehearsal (1) 
Thursday, December 10 
10:15 a.m.   Spiritual Journey (2) 
3-4 p.m.    Eucharistic Adoration (7) 
7:00 p.m.   Adult Choir (1) 
7:15 p.m.   Boy Scouts (5) 
7:30 p.m.   RCIA (2) 
8:00 p.m.   Prayer Group (2) 
Friday, December 11 
7:15 a.m.   Men’s CRHP Prayer (2) 
10:30 a.m.   Friday Bible Study (2) 
3-4 p.m.    Adoration (7) 
                                            Anonymous Apostles of Divine Mercy 
Saturday, December 12 
10:00 a.m.   Scout Rosary Patch (1) 
5:30 p.m.   Children’s Liturgy (1) 
6:30 p.m.   AA Meeting (2) 
6:30 p.m.   Live Nativity (Stable) 
LOCATION: 

1. Church   5.  Parish Center/Safeplace 
2. 38 Church Hill Road 6.  St. Rose School 
3. Gathering Hall  7.  Chapel 
4. Science Room  8.  Msgr. Conroy Room 

 
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA SALE 
Christmas is just around the corner!  Holiday poinsettias in red, 
white, pink and marble will be for sale in the Church vestibule 
following the Vigil Masses on Saturday, December 19th and after 
all Masses on Sunday, December 20th.  Pre-order to get the best 
selection!  See the flyer in the church vestibule for details. 

 
ATTENTION ALTAR SERVERS, LECTORS AND 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
Please sign up for the Christmas Masses.  The sign-up sheet is in 
the sacristy.  Also, altar servers please pick up your schedule in the 
sacristy. 
 
ST. ROSE MEMORIAL FUND has graciously been chosen by 
the following families and benefactors in memory of a loved one.   
We are most grateful for their generosity. 
Gift of Michael & Mary Demchak in memory of Mary Mildred 
Maguire 
 
Gift of Mrs. Jennie Buglione and daughter, Mrs. Michael 
Mayko & family in memory of Mary Mildred Maguire 
 
Gift of Mary Elizabeth Buxton in loving memory of Barbara 
Hanauer 
 
Gift of Adeline Cataldo in memory of Mary Mildred Maguire 

 
Monday, December 7 
   6:45  M. Jude Fay The Corson family 
   9:00  Marijane McCurdy Markus Balas 
   7:30  Vigil-Alexandra Saboe Uncle Brendan & Aunt Monica 
Tuesday, December 8 (Immaculate Conception) 
   6:45  William Dahlem Mo & Sean Kerrins 
   9:00  Catherine McGrath Family 
   5:30  Richard Griebel Colosimo Family 
   7:30  Fernande Fregault  Martin & Brigitte Blais 
   9:00  Night of Prayer for Life 
Wednesday, December 9 
  6:45   Edward Montray Marilyn Montray 
  9:00  Philip Gross (L) Carol & Philip Gross 
Thursday, December 10 
 6:45 Stephen Wargo Anna McMahon 
 9:00 Herman A. Rosa Bill & Mary Ann Colbert 
Friday, December 11 
 6:45 Robert Antretter Patrick & Lisa Kneski 
 9:00 Helen Mok The LaFerriere Family 
Saturday, December 12 
 8:00 Louise Wray Mary Ruffles 
   4:00  Dec’d of Clark & Matthews Family Pat & Ed Matthews 
 5:30 Mary Conway Melanie Bodetti 
Sunday, December 13 
 7:30 Irene Palo Palo Family 
 9:00 Helen Mok The Curry Family 
 10:30 Anne Keeler George & Marleen Couturier 
 12:00 Cecelia Colombatto Olah & Boncoddo Families 
   4:00  Catholic Forum Mass & Talk  (Deacon Don Naiman) 
 
IN REMEMBRANCE 
The Sanctuary Candle will be lit this week in memory of Helen 
Smith as requested by Kathy, Kaitlyn and Ashling Sugarman. 
 
Thank you for your support! 
Collection for November 29, 2009         $17,277.00 
Children’s Collection                           $          14.25 
Collection November 30, 2008               $17,628.00 
QUARTERLY REPORTS ARE AVAILABLE ON OUR 
WEBSITE strosechurch.com FOR YOUR REVIEW. 

 
We warmly welcome into our parish family those who were 
baptized during the month of November, 2009. 
Lily Grace Clemen  Melissa Audrey Real 
Brayden Thomas Engel  Sadie Helen Singlak 
Grace Mary Newsom  Lily Pierce Staar 
Gabrielle Marie O’Sullivan Jacob Curtis Stratford 

Sarah Margaret Sugden 
 
RETIREMENT FUND HELPS SENIOR RELIGIOUS.  “As 
expenses continue to increase and economic difficulties tighten our 
income, we appreciate more and more the help of the Retirement 
Fund,” notes a woman religious.  Your tax-deductible donation 
supports the care of elderly and frail religious and helps to provide 
such basic necessities as prescription drugs and medical services.  
Please give generously to next week’s second collection for the 
Retirement Fund for Religious.  www.retiredreligious.org. 
 
PROJECT 2009 
Thanks to the following parishioners for their support! 
Mr. & Mrs. Americo Matos 
John & Evelyn Spera 
 
DEADLINE FOR THE DEC. 20 & 27TH BULLETINS IS 
MONDAY, DEC. 14TH DUE TO EARLY PUBLISHER 
DEADLINES.  THANKS FOR UNDERSTANDING. 
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A MESSAGE FROM MSGR. BOB 
 
As we begin the SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT we reflect on the 
invitation given to us by John the Baptist to “prepare the way of 
the Lord, make straight His paths”.  How do we prepare ourselves 
for the coming of the Lord?  How are we clearing away the 
distractions that have overtaken us in order to allow our God to 
have an open pathway to our hearts?  Is the mission given to us by 
God the mission we are embracing in our everyday living?  Our 
liturgy calls us to open our hearts in welcome to the Savior of all 
people for all times.  The prophet Baruch tells us to put away the 
“robe of mourning” and to “put on the splendor of God”.  How 
positive are we as individuals?  Do we stand in true wonder of all 
God does for us?  It is so easy for us to focus on all the misery of 
the world and the mishaps in our lives rather than on the goodness 
of God who frees us when we place our trust in Him.  That is why 
St. Paul calls us to realize that from the moment of our conception 
God has begun good works in each of us.  He tells us to let our 
love increase and to discern God’s hand working in our lives at 
every moment.  We realize that we truly are nothing without our 
God and that He sustains us through all our sufferings and 
disappointments in order to lead us to His promised peace.  As we 
continue our journey through this holy Advent season, let the bells 
we hear not simply be those which jingle, but let them be those 
which awaken us more fully to the message of these days! 
  
This Wednesday, December 9, we recall the 30th anniversary of the 
death of Archbishop Fulton Sheen. Archbishop Sheen was a very 
spiritual man who devoted himself almost completely to the work 
of the missions of the Church.  He was an innovator in the work of 
evangelization and took full advantage of the media in order to 
bring God’s word to the world.  His many books and articles, his 
weekly radio and television broadcasts and his extensive travels 
brought Catholics and non-Catholics alike together in knowing 
about the mission of Jesus Christ and the Church.  Archbishop 
Sheen’s cause for beatification has been presented to Rome for 
study.  There are several miracles already attributed to his 
intercession.  Many of us and our families have been influenced by 
the work of this man, and so we are invited to pray for his 
beatification and eventual sanctification.  As many of you know, I 
was privileged to work with Archbishop Sheen in his personal 
library while I was a seminarian in Rochester, New York where he 
served as the ordinary.  The portrait on display is the official 
portrait for his beatification and was given to me by the artist 
commissioned for this important work; the other portrait was given 
to me by Archbishop Sheen when he completed his years in the 
Rochester Diocese.  Prayer cards are available at the doors of the 
church, and we invite you to take one and join with those around 
the world seeking his recognition to holiness. 
  
The CHRISTMAS BOUTIQUE is in full swing this weekend.  
Thanks again to everyone who has helped make this a great 
success for the parish.  The list of volunteers is endless, and I am 
grateful to each one for their willingness to give some time for this 
important fundraiser for the parish.  Of course, special thanks go to 
PEGGY BAIAD, our boutique chairperson, and to PAT PHILIPP, 
her dedicated assistant.  I am also grateful to ZORIANNA SPIES 
and GAYLE HILL for coordinating the Candy Cane Café.  
Additional thanks to LYNNE AND DWIGHT EVERLITH, 
MAUREEN MARINI and ROSE WEST for their assistance with 
Mens’ Night and the Gala Opening.  We had a great amount of 
help with set-up from some of our incredible teens, especially 
DAN CRAGIN, MATT RYAN, DAVE TORTORA and KEVIN 
MORRISSEY.  Lest I forget someone, please know how grateful I 
am to everyone who is helping make this event a happy experience 
for all of us.  We will offer a more detailed report next weekend 
once everything has been packed away and readied for next year! 
  
  

This week, we celebrate the FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION.  This is a HOLYDAY OF OBLIGATION!  
Masses will be celebrated on Monday evening at 7:30 p.m. and on 
Tuesday at 6:45 and 9:00 a.m. and 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. 
  
This Saturday, December 12, we will once again present our 
LIVING NATIVITY.  This is a beautiful presentation of the real 
reason for Christmas, and I hope that you take some time as a 
family to join us.  It will begin after the 5:30 Saturday Childrens’ 
Mass on the lawn behind the building at 38Church Hill Road.  In 
case of inclement weather, the Living Nativity will take place on 
Sunday at a time to be announced. 
  
Next weekend is the ANNUAL COLLECTION FOR RETIRED 
RELIGIOUS.  This collection has been taken for the past several 
years as a way to assist the many retired men and women religious 
who served our Church so faithfully in many areas of ministry. 
Most of these religious received only a small stipend each month 
for their dedication; very few were part of the Social Security 
system and now they find themselves unable to provide for their 
needs.  We ask you to be as generous as possible to this collection 
as a way to show our gratitude for the good works of these men 
and women religious. 
  
_____________________________________________________ 
 

THE ST. ROSE CATHOLIC FORUM PRESENTS:  
The Mystery of Christmas with Deacon Don Naiman 
 
Sunday, December 13 – mass at 4 p.m.; presentation at 5 
p.m. in the Gathering Hall 
 
God sent his only Son to become one of us for our 
redemption.  “The Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us.”  Deacon Don will guide us through exploring this 
mystery through the eyes of our saints and popes.  The 
mystery of Bethlehem was the most radical and profound 
change humanity has ever known which is why in our era 
human time can be calculated from Jesus’ birth.  Let 
Christ be born again in our hearts and minds! 
 
Join us for the free, inspirational Advent event! 
 
For more information visit www.catholicforum.us  or 
contact the Catholic Forum at 
strosecatholicforum@gmail.com 

 
ATTENTION ALL VOLUNTEERS 
The Diocese of Bridgeport requires that all volunteers attend 
a protecting God’s Children seminar, read and acknowledge 
both the Diocesan Policy Against Abuse and Code of 
Conduct, and authorize a background check.   
 
Upcoming seminars are: 
St. Patrick Parish (Redding Ridge) 12/10/09 at 9 a.m. 
Christ the King Parish (Trumbull) 1/08/2010 at 6 p.m. 
 
Register online at www.virtus.org – click on the registration 
tab, select Bridgeport, CT and follow the prompts.  For the 
question regarding your title, please enter “volunteer” 
followed by what you volunteer for (carnival, lector, school, 
etc.).  If you don’t have Internet access or have any 
questions, contact Doreen Morrissey at 203-426-2572 ext. 
27.  Please bring all your paperwork and a copy of your card 
to St. Rose if you take the class elsewhere. 
 
___________________________________________________ 
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We Are All Called to be Prophets 
If we look at the stories of the prophets, many of them may have 
been perceived as being critical or as people telling stories of 
“doom and gloom” - like a long exile in Babylon – such as today’s 
first reading.  People will either choose to close their ears to the 
prophet or they will listen to the story and learn from it – what is 
God saying to me through this person?  Today we also listen to 
another prophet, John the Baptist.  John knew that to usher in the 
new life of Christ, people needed to put away the “old order.”  His 
message was not delivered in a temple; rather it was given in the 
desert – stripped away of everything except the word of God.  
Conversion, which can take place at every moment, requires those 
pre-conditions:  openness and emptiness.  Being empty (or a desert 
experience) allows our pre-conceived ideas to die, and openness 
allows that empty space to be filled by God.  Then we can be 
prophetic – then we can speak the whispers of God because that is 
the focus of our life – the things that really matter:  love, faith, 
justice, and compassion. 
 
Reflection Question and Activity:  Who has been a John the 
Baptist in your life?  Describe an incident when you were 
prophetic and took the risk to be “a single voice crying in the 
wilderness.”  Recite this prayer during Advent:  “St. John the 
Baptist, intercede for us.  Ask Christ to strengthen our resolve to 
live radical lives of discipleship.  Ask Christ to give us tender 
hearts of compassion.  Ask Christ to lead us to act in his name this 
Advent.  Amen” 
 
Enriching My Catholic IQ:  The Doctrine of the Immaculate 
Conception, which we celebrate on Tuesday, means:  (a) At the 
moment of her creation, Mary was immune from original sin; (b) 
Mary was given sanctifying grace before sin could have taken 
effect in her soul; (c) Original sin was never in Mary’s soul; (d) 
Mary, who was the new Eve and the mother of the new Adam, was 
withdrawn from the general law of original sin.   
 
Teaching our Children the Meaning of This Season of Advent 
and Christmas 
Participation in the Live Nativity 
Please call the Religious Education Office at 426-2333 if you or 
your children would like to be a shepherd, wise man, or angel in 
this year’s live Nativity celebrated on Dec. 12.  Rehearsal will 
take place on Sunday, Dec. 6 at 1:00 at the stable behind the 
Religious Education Office.  
 
Live Nativity – December 12 
Once a year, the stable behind the Religious Education Office 
comes alive in the tradition started by St. Francis of Assisi.  
Shepherds, angels, and live animals greet the weary travelers, 
Mary and Joseph, as they re-enact the evening of Jesus’ coming 
over 2,000 years ago.   The Nativity presentation begins 
immediately after the 5:30 Mass on Dec. 12, which is a 
Children’s Liturgy.  There are refreshments afterwards in the 
parish hall.   Allow yourselves to be transformed into a new 
creation as you meditate on the birth of Christ.  Join us in this 
celebration. 
 
Children’s Liturgy  
The next Children’s Liturgy will be on December 12 at the 5:30 
Mass.   
 

Adult Formation 
The St. Rose Catholic Forum presents:  
The Mystery of Christmas with Deacon Don Naiman  
Sunday, December 13 - Mass at 4 pm; presentation at 5 pm in 
the Gathering Hall  
God sent his only Son to become one of us for our redemption. 
"The Word became flesh and dwelt among us." Deacon Don will 
guide us through exploring this mystery through the eyes of our 
saints and popes. The mystery of Bethlehem was the most radical 
and profound change humanity has ever known, which is why in 
our era human time can be calculated from Jesus' birth. Let Christ 
be born again in our hearts and minds!  Join us for the free, 
inspirational Advent event!  For more information visit 
www.catholicforum.us. 
 
Attention:  Parents of Children Who Attend Classes Tuesday 
or Wednesday - Change Your Life Forever 
On Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons from 4:15-5:15 during 
class time, there is a study group based on Matthew Kelly’s book:  
“Living Every Day With Passion and Purpose” at the Religious 
Education Office.  Please call Pam Arsenault for details at the 
Religious Education Office to register 426-2333.  The book cost is 
$10.   This series was held this past summer, and it changes the 
way that we live our lives! 
  
Spiritual Journey  
Please join us on December 10 from 10:15-11:15 in the upstairs 
room at 38 Church Hill Road as Jack Hickey-Williams leads the 
discussion “First Strike Spirituality”.    Come and see what God 
has in store for you this Advent – a mind-broadening and 
inspirational experience as well as a wonderful group of friends.  
All are welcome and refreshments are served. 
 
Education Parish Service (EPS) 
Are you ready to take the next step in your spiritual development?  
Do you have questions and not enough answers?  Enroll in EPS by 
calling 847-2363 or contact Priscilla Toumey at 
EPSCTProgram@trinitydc.edu and find out the many classes that 
you are encouraged and invited to attend at St. Philip Parish in 
Norwalk from 7:15-9:20.  We also have a list of classes in the 
Religious Education Office at 38 Church Hill Road.  Coming up:  
“Living the Scriptures and Sacraments on Wed. evenings - Jan. 6 - 
Feb. 10 from 7:15-9:20 p.m.  Dr. Joan Kelly is the instructor. 
 
EPS:  An Advent Evening of Reflection - The O Antiphons 
Join Education●Parish●Service (EPS) at St. Philip Church, 
Norwalk at 7:15 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 9 for a special Advent 
Evening of Reflection exploring the “O Antiphons,” an ancient 
liturgical tradition which focuses on the seven antiphons 
highlighting the varied titles for the Messiah, as well as the 
prophecies foretelling his coming in the book of Isaiah.  Led by 
Rev. Michael Boccaccio, pastor, the evening will bring a special 
focus to Advent, and as well as a joyful conclusion at Christmas.  
The public is invited.  RSVP by calling Priscilla Toumey, EPS CT 
Program director, at 203-847-2363 or epsctprogram@trinitydc.edu  
 
This week we celebrate the lives of St. Ambrose (Dec. 7), 
Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary (Holy Day of 
Obligation) (Dec. 8), St. Juan Diego (Dec. 9), Pope Damasus I 
(Dec. 11), Our Lady of Guadalupe (Dec. 12). 
 
Answer to Catholic IQ:  These are all true statements about the 
doctrine of the Immaculate Conception.  Mary was always in a 
state of original sanctity, innocence, and justice.   Although Mary 
was preserved exempt from all stain of original sin at the first 
instance of her conception, she was not made exempt from the 
temporal penalties of Adam – from sorrow, bodily infirmities, and 
death; hence she has experienced and understands sorrow and 
illness.   Let us seek her intercession in our prayers.   
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SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE NOTES 

 
Parishioner to Parishioner:  (“Available” items are offered 
without charge; just make arrangements to pick them up) 

Available: Leather Sofa and 66” dresser. 
Available: Computer monitor, 19” CRT. 
Available: 2 full size mattresses with box springs; 1 simple 
bed frame; 1 bed frame with headboard and footboard; 1 
maple dresser. 
Available: Youth twin bed, 8 lamps, 3 end tables, 6-sided 
picnic table. 
Needed: Twin Size Bed frame. 
For information please call: Joan Dwyer, 426-9337, 
weekdays between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
 
The FRIDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY GROUP  We 
meet on Fridays at 10:30 a.m. at 38 Church Hill Road.  
Experience God’s Word in Holy Scripture.  All are welcome.  
If you have any questions please call Blanca Sheehan at 426-
3253.   
 
The JOB NETWORKING GROUP meets every Tuesday at 
10 a.m. at 38 Church Hill Road.  We offer positive support, 
counsel, advice, and networking ideas to those looking to get 
back into the job market or seeking to make a career change.  
Contact Harry Dieck 426-3386 or Michael Ronan at 733-9186 
for information. 
 
WEBS – (Women’s Enrichment Book Study) – will meet on 
Tuesday mornings at 38 Church Hill Road from 9:30-11 a.m. 
Please call Kristen Renzi at 270-6915 if you are interested in 
joining.   
 
THE SAINT ROSE WOMEN’S CLUB CHRISTMAS 
DINNER will be held on Wednesday, December 9 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Gathering Hall.  The cost is $20 per person.  If you 
would like to attend, please contact Cathy Hickey-Williams at 
(203) 426-4502. 

 

 
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP is a meeting for 
those who wish to find support through prayer, scripture and 
sharing of personal experience while grieving a loss.  The 
next meeting will be Sunday, December 20, 2009 from 7-8 
p.m. in the conference room on the main floor of 38 Church 
Hill Rd.  The group meets monthly on every 3rd Sunday.  For 
more info, contact Suzanne Vitiello at 203-364-9796. 
 
ST. JOSEPH PROJECT:  Can you help?  Do you know of 
any affordable rentals?  If so, please call 426-2153.  God 
bless you. 
Available:  2 rooms with utilities, refrigerator & microwave.   
                  Female only and no pets. 
Available: Large 2nd floor 1 BR apartment—utilities 
included 
 
___________________________________________________ 

PASTORAL OUTREACH MINISTRY 
The Outreach Ministry Office is seeking your help in 
identifying those parishioners who are home-bound or in 
Nursing Homes, and those recuperating from surgery or 
serious illness and cannot come to Church but would like to 
receive Holy Communion or a visit.  Also, many times a 
parishioner is in the hospital and we at St. Rose are unaware 
of this.  Weekly visits are made to parishioners in Danbury 
Hospital who list themselves during their admission process 
as St. Rose parishioners.  Parishioners in other hospitals can 
be visited if a family member calls the parish and requests a 
visit.  If you have a family member in any of the above 
situations and would like someone to visit, please call Sister 
Mary Ellen at the Outreach Office 426-2572 ext. 11.  If 
Sister is out visiting parishioners, please leave a voice 
message and she will get back to you. 

PARISH NURSE MINISTRY 
KRISTEN VELSMID, COORDINATOR- 426-2573 

 
Our Parish Nurse Assessment is online at www.strosechurch.com.  
If you have not filled out our assessment, please do so.  Your 
opinion is VERY important to us!   
 
Parish Nurses always welcome new members.  Please contact us at 
426-2573 ext. 13.   
 
HEALTH TIP 
You might seriously slash your risk of catching a cold this season 
if you adopt this immune-enhancing trio:  salmon, sunshine, and a 
vitamin D supplement.  That’s right.  Prioritizing all three this 
winter will dramatically boost your vitamin D levels, and that in 
turn may curtail your risk for upper respiratory tract infections 
(like the common cold).  Make Room for D:  In a large study, 
people with low blood levels of vitamin D were 55 percent more 
likely to develop a cold than people with three times as much D in 
their blood.  Yep, it’s time to make more room in your life for 
vitamin D.  But getting enough from foods and sunshine can be 
tricky.  In fact, anywhere from 40 to 85 percent of us may have a 
deficiency.  So consider a supplement.  You’d need 1,000 or more 
international units (IU) per day to achieve the blood levels that 
provided the most cold protection in the study.  D is for Defense: 
How does D defend against colds?  Related research suggests the 
nutrient may facilitate the activity of an antimicrobial protein that’s 
a key player in the body’s immune response. 
___________________________________________________ 
CHRISTMAS EVE PAGEANT AT THE HIGH SCHOOL 
Calling all angels, shepherds, wise men, etc.  Children in 
Kindergarten - 2nd grade are invited to participate in the annual 
Christmas Pageant at the 4:00 Mass on Christmas Eve at Newtown 
High School.  Please register with Donna Locke, 203-426-9604 or 
d.locke@snet.net.  Roles of Mary, Joseph and the Magi will be 
selected by drawing at the rehearsal, which is on Dec. 19 from 
9:00 to 11:00 at the St. Rose Hall.  Adult assistance is welcome, 
and parents must remain with their children at rehearsal.  We hope 
you can be part of this special event.   
 
Scout Rosary Patch - 12/12/09 - The Sorrowful Mysteries 
All scouts (girls and boys, grade 1 up to adult) are invited to attend 
a Rosary discussion with Monsignor Weiss on Saturday, 12/12 
from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at St. Rose Church (please arrive in 
uniform, 15 minutes early).  This year we will be discussing the 
Sorrowful Mysteries.  Each scout under the age of 12 must be 
accompanied by a parent or an adult.  Patches earned may be worn 
on the back of the Girl Scout uniform, or on a patch vest for boys.  
Cub Scout Pack 570 will provide the patches for their members.  
All others bring $4 cash and sign in upon arriving at 9:45.  A patch 
will be ordered for you. 
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Pro-Life/Pro-Family Corner 
Sponsored by St. Rose Pro-Life/Pro-Family Committee 

 
Thanks from Birthright of Greater Danbury:  
Dear Father Weiss and Members of St. Rose Parish, 
  
We, at Birthright, want to thank you for your most generous 
gifts to us from your parish baby shower.  This will enable us 
to provide many layettes to our moms upon the birth of their 
babies.  At this time of Thanksgiving, we are grateful to all of 
you, for your support of our volunteers in their truly lifesaving 
work.  Please keep Birthright in your prayers. 
Sincerely, 
Mev Richert and Claire Batchler 

  
Support health care reform that respects the life and dignity of all 
people from conception to natural death.  Get the long-standing 
teachings of the church and the latest updates on healthcare 
reform.  Visit www.usccb.org/healthcare.  
  
20th National Night of Prayer for Life:  Tuesday, December 8 at 
9 p.m. to 1 A.M. Wednesday, December 9 in the church.  All are 
welcome.  Look for details in this bulletin. 
  
WE NEED YOUR BABY BOTTLES!  IF YOU HAVE A BABY 
BOTTLE AT HOME, PLEASE REMEMBER TO DROP IT 
IN THE BOTTLE DROP UNDER THE PRO-LIFE 
BULLETIN BOARD IN THE VESTIBULE!  THANK YOU! 
  
NEXT MEETING:  Monday, December 7 at 7:30 in the rectory  
  
ROSARY FOR LIFE:  Saturday, December 26 after the 8 A.M. 
mass and on the last Saturday of each month  
   
SIDEWALK PRAYER:  every Tuesday and Saturday from 9 to 
11 AM at 27 Hospital Ave. in Danbury 
  
INSPIRATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL CDs, 
books and BROCHURES are available in the vestibule.  
Suggested donation:  $3.  These make great Christmas presents! 
 
Come to Pray for Priests on Priestly Thursday – Devotion in the 
Chapel, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Divine Mercy 
Chaplet, Litany for all priests, and silence.  Thursdays 3 to 4 p.m. 
 
For all Priests, 
Let them be the light of souls. 
Let them be the salt of the earth. 
Let them practice sacrifice and self-denial. 
Let them enkindle hearts with love of Mary. 
Let them be other Christs. 
Let them be holy in body and soul. 
 
Life is like a snowflake.  Just as every snowflake is different, every 
person is different and irreplaceable!  We, as Americans, allow 
1,200,000 irreplaceable babies to be destroyed through surgical 
abortion every year.  Like the melting snow of springtime, our 
future generations are also disappearing. 
 

2009—20th ANNUAL NATIONAL NIGHT OF 
PRAYER FOR LIFE.  Tuesday December 8 at 9 
p.m. to 1 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 9 at St. Rose. 
“And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among 
us” – John 1:14 
As soon as the Holy Spirit overshadowed the womb 
of the Virgin Mother, God immediately became one 
of the human family.  In like manner, when a child 
is conceived in his mother’s womb, he becomes one 
of us.  This little human being now dwells among 
us.  So that the world may understand this truth, 
COME PRAY WITH US!  Prayerfully join us in 

UNITY OF PRAYER across the country in our cathedrals, 
churches, and chapels, highlighting Eucharistic Adoration and the 
Rosary.  National Hour of Unity is 12 a.m. to 1 a.m. (EST) 

        REMEMBERING THOSE WHO ARE SERVING US 
May God keep special watch over these men and women 

serving in the United States Military 
 

United States Navy 
United States Army   Aman Michael Carter 
Capt. Andra Allison      Seaman Elizabeth Daniels 
Capt. Robert A. Bassett, DO. RPSN Philip DeMayo 
SSG. Anthony T. D’Aquila CEI Daniel J. Kearns, Sr. 
Capt. Kathryn Devonshire  MIDN Allison Kirk 
Sgt. Daniel Dobbs  ENS Daniel Kirk 
SSG. Michael Dobbs  Lt. Cmdr Timothy Krippendorf 
2nd Lt. Thomas K. Dyer  Lt. Commander John Porado 
Major William Gottmeier  PO Christopher Szabo 
Cpl. Marc Hellig   Army National Guard 
1st. Lt. Rachel (Askue) Hoffman CSM Al Almeida 
Capt. Tucker Hughes  Spc. Carl Bergquist 
Major David A. Johnson  Pfc. Matthew Bergquist 
Capt. Matthew A. LaRocco Major Todd Bookless 
CWO Joseph Letourneau  United States Marines 
Sgt. John Martus   Gy. Sgt. James A. Allen 
Lt. Col. Mary Sara Moore  WO Michael Costello 
Capt. Stefania Naiman, DVM 1st Lt. Christopher J. DiNoto 
Lt. Eric O’Donnell  Cpl. Robert W. Hoyt, Jr. 
Capt. Sean Pond   Major David G. Irving 
Major Benjamin Wallen      Major Benjamin Krippendorf 
    Lance Cpl. Rylan McCollum 
United States Air Force  Pfc Luke T. Miller 
Capt. Christopher J. Calero  PFC Ian Montgomery 
SMS Thomas Daniels  Col. Will F. L. Rodgers 
Airman Kurt Kling  Lance Cpl. John Tamborino 
Airman Travis Mueller 
1st Lt. Donald B. Naiman 
MSgt. James Rebman 
Capt. Gregory Zencey 
2nd Lt. Jessica Zencey 
2nd Lt. Phillip Zencey 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  www.kofc185.com 
 
The Knights would like to remind everybody that the Toy 
Closet remains open all year long. Whether you need a toy 
for someone or would like to donate for someone in need, 
contact Markus Balas at 449-7190 or email 
markus@designsbymarkus.com.  
 
Ever thought of becoming a Knight?  For more information, 
contact Kirk Babyak by phone at 270-6265 or by email at 
kirk.babyak@charter.net 
 

www.stroseyouthgroup.com 
5/6 & 7/8 Youth Group:  Check calendar for the next event. 
 
Senior Youth Group:  The Sr. Youth Group will be 
meeting Sunday, December 6, from 6-8:30 p.m. in the 
Safeplace. 
___________________________________________________ 
 
FREE MINISTRY FOR TRAVELING CATHOLICS 
If you are traveling and need to find the nearest Catholic 
church, check the Internet www.Masstimes.org and click on 
“Church Lookup”. 
___________________________________________________ 
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AROUND THE DIOCESE 
PASTORAL PLAN 
During Advent we prepare for the Lord’s coming at Christmas and 
his final coming to each of us.  While waiting for Christ and his 
ideals to spread throughout the world, we should seek creative 
participation in his mission.  John the Baptist prepared for Christ’s 
mission.  Preparing for the Lord’s coming and accepting Him 
implies a total commitment to what He stands for.  We should 
prepare, so that all humankind will "see the salvation of God," the 
themes for the readings of today.  If Jesus were to call you today, 
can you explain your priorities to the Lord? 
 
ADVENT DAY OF PRAYER – December 12 Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe 
The Dominican Sisters of Our Lady of the Springs of Bridgeport, 
CT are sponsoring an Advent day of prayer and reflection on 
Saturday, December 12, 2009 from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  The 
Sisters are inviting women who would like to take some time out 
in the middle of a bustling holiday season to reflect on the true 
mysteries of Advent and Christmas. 
The reflection day will be directed by Father Stanley Azaro, O.P.  
The site for the day is Sacred Heart Convent, 21 Schuyler Avenue, 
Stamford, CT.  Lunch will be provided.  A free will offering will 
be accepted.  Transportation from the Stamford train station can be 
arranged.  Reserve your place by contacting Sister Clara by 
December 8th – cmohan@olsbridgeport.org., cgmohan@juno.com 
or by calling 212-744-2375. 
 
AROUND THE COMMUNITY 
CHRISTMAS WAFERS (OPLATEK) 
The ancient European tradition of “Breaking Bread” with family 
and friends on Christmas Eve is kept alive with Christmas Wafers.  
These wafers, made of pure wheat and water, are available at 
Sacred Heart Church now through Dec. 23rd daily at the parish 
office, 46 Stone St., Danbury, 203-748-9029 or each weekend after 
Mass in the Church Hall at the Advent Holiday Social.  Suggested 
donation is $3.00. 
 
NAZARETH SPIRITUAL LIFE CENTER PROGRAM 
1428 Monroe Turnpike, Monroe, CT 
Saturday, December 12, 2009 
1:30 to 3:00 p.m. 
A Gospel Christmas Spirit 
Concert Experience:  Come Worship the Living God 
Presented by:  Adrienne Reedy & Friends 
Fee:  $20.00 per person 
 
Sunday, December 13, 2009 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
“Our Lady of Guadalupe” Hope of the Americas 
Presenter:  Theresa Romano 
Fee:  $20.00 per person 
Call for reservations:  1-203-993-9316 
 
Sunday, December 20, 2009 
1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Christmas Concert 
Presented by Tim Janis 
Fee:  $20.00 per person 
Call for reservations 1-203-993-9316 
 

Members of the St. Augustine School (Bridgeport, CT) 
class of 1974 are planning a reunion for the summer of 
2010.  We are trying to locate our classmates and lay 
teachers.  Any information is welcome.  Please contact 
Edmund Leahy at edmundk82@yahoo.com. 

 

AROUND THE COMMUNITY 
“NOEL – A MUSICAL CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS”   
Soprano Christina Holms, premier classical concert artist and 
Roberto Iarussi, operatic tenor will present a program of traditional 
and Christmas music.  The singers will be accompanied by award 
winning pianist Douglas Dickson.  The concert to be held at Holy 
Name of Jesus Church, 1950 Barnum Avenue, Stratford, CT on 
Sunday, December 13th at 2:00 p.m. will benefit St. James School 
in Stratford.  Tickets are $30 and are available through St. James 
School web site, www.stjamesstratford.org or by calling 203-375-
5944 weekdays from 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Experience a rare 
opportunity to be moved by music during this sacred Christmas 
season. 
 
MESSIAH SING-ALONG—PART 1 AND “HALLELUJAH” 
CHORUS 
YOU are the chorus, with professional soloists, including Claudia 
Rosenthal, soprano; Nadine Kulberg, mezzo-soprano; Dr. Robyn 
Gangi, Director of Choral Activities at Masuk High School in 
Monroe, tenor/conductor; Jason Steigerwalt, baritone.  Fanfare 
Consort, Connecticut’s own critically acclaimed Early Music 
Ensemble, will accompany Handel’s masterpiece on historically 
accurate instruments.  Bring your own score or “borrow” one of 
ours. 
 
THE THOMAS MORE COLLEGE of Liberal Arts in 
Merrimack, NH is offering incoming Freshmen 6 scholarships 
ranging from $10,000 to $30,000 for the winners of the 2010 Faith 
and Reason Essay Contest.  Applicants are invited to reflect upon 
the Introduction to Pope Benedict XVI’s social encyclical Caritas 
in Veritate, and to submit an essay of 2 to 3 pages in answer to the 
question:  How does the exercise of charity in our day call for the 
courageous witness to truth?  To request more information, go 
online at www.thomasmorecollege.edu or contact the Director of 
Admissions, Mark Schwerdt at (800) 880-8308 or at 
admissions@thomasmorecollege.edu. 
 
COME JOIN US – Holiday Dance at St. Catherine of Siena 
Our Holiday Dance is scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 12th from 
7:30-11:30 with live music by Vinnie Carr.  It is being held at the 
McClinch Center of St. Catherine of Siena Church, $15.pp, 
BYOB.  All are Welcome Set-ups, refreshments and door 
prizes provided. 
 
RESERVATIONS ARE ENCOURAGED & REQUESTED, 
OTHERWISE OPEN SEATING WHERE AVAILABLE.  
 
WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
GIVE YOUR SPOUSE A SPECIAL GIFT THIS CHRISTMAS. 
Sign up now for the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend 
and receive the gift of a great marriage.  Making a weekend will 
help you put a little Christmas in your marriage every day!  
Upcoming weekends are January 29-31, and April 23-25, 2010. 
For more information about Worldwide Marriage Encounter or to 
register for an upcoming weekend please contact Joe and Jane 
Staszowski at (860) 644-7260 or meweekend@gmail.com. 
 
LAURALTON HALL’S CHRISTMAS IN SONG CONCERT 
Lauralton Hall will present its annual “Christmas in Song” concert 
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 15, in the Parsons Complex 
auditorium, 70 West River St., Milford.  All are invited to attend 
this free performance which will feature members of Lauralton’s 
Concert Choir, Advanced Vocal Ensemble, Freshman Choir, and 
Instrumental Ensemble.  Voluntary donations of non-perishable 
food items will be accepted at the door to be given to local needy 
Residents. 
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Saint Rose of Lima Roman Catholic Parish 
46 Church Hill Road, Newtown, CT 06470 
Website: WWW.STROSECHURCH.COM 
 
Ministerial Staff 
 Rev. Msgr. Robert Weiss, Pastor 
 Rev. Milan Dimic, Parochial Vicar 
 Rev. Ignacio Ortigas, Parochial Vicar 
 Rev. Mr. Thomas Curran, Deacon 
 Rev. Mr. Donald Naiman, Deacon 
 Rev. Mr. Norm Roos, Deacon 
 Rev. Mr. Daniel O’Connor, Deacon 

Rev. Mr. Kenneth Stroud, Deacon Emeritus 
 Sr. Mary Ellen Genova, CSFN, Outreach Min. 
  
St. Rose Rectory Staff 
 Ms. Frances Gargano, Parish Secretary 
 Mrs. Roberta Shea – Baptism Coordinator 
 Mrs. Jean Otton, Parish Census Coordinator 
 Mrs. Doreen Morrissey, Bookkeeper 
 
Lay Members of the Corporation 
 Mr. William Calderara 
 Mr. James Gerbo 
 
St. Rose School 
 Mrs. Mary Maloney, Principal 
 Sr. Thaddeus Rajca, CSFN, Pre-K Coordinator 

Kim Braun, Administrative Assistant 
Kathy Phillips, School Secretary 

 Mr. Patrick Simms, HSA President 
 Mr. Dan McCarthy, Board Chairman 
 
St. Rose Religious Education 
 Mrs. Pam Arsenault, DRE 
 Mrs. Meg Arena, Coordinator (Grades PreK-6) 
 Mrs. Janice Lindsay, Sacrament Coordinator 
 Mrs. Joanne Marcinek, Secretary 
 Ms. Kate Kunze, Database Administrator 
 Rev. Mr. Tom Curran, R.C.I.A. Coordinator 
 Rev. Mr. Norm Roos, Adult Formation 

Coordinator 
 Mrs. Dea Herring, Spiritual Direction-Individual 
 
Parish Nurse Ministry 
 Mrs. Kristen Velsmid, BSN, RN 
               Mrs. Katherine Sugarman, RN, OCN 
 
Lift-A-Spirit Meal Ministry  
 Michele Dutsar, 270-3508 
 
Parish Organizations 
 Mr. Bill Oravecz, Men of St. Rose 
 Mrs. Cathy Hickey-Williams, Women's Club 
 Grand Knight Jim Tevnan, Knights of  
              Columbus, 270-8787 
 
Liturgical Ministries 
 Mr. Joseph Jacovino, Music Director 
 Mrs. Kim Braun, Special Minister Coordinator 
 Mrs. Peggy Baiad, Lector Coordinator 
 Rev. Ignacio Ortigas, Altar Server Coordinator 
 

Youth Ministry 
 Mr. Rodd Blessey, Youth Minister 
 Mr. Joseph DeMaida, Youth Minister 
 
Parish Prayer Groups 
 Mrs. Martie Williams, Rosary Prayer Group 
 Mr. Ken Adams, Worship Prayer Group 

Mrs. Anne Marie Hayes, Special Moms 
 Mrs. Queta Donovan & Mariotte Corson, Divine  
               Mercy Cenacle  
 
Parish Committees 
 Mrs. Joan Dwyer, Social Concerns Committee 
 Helga & Bernhard Roegele, Pro-Life/Family  
               Committee 
 Mr. Harry Waterbury, Finance Council,  

426-3577 
 
Bereavement Ministry 
 Deacon Don & Stephania Naiman 
 Suzanne Vitiello 
 
Natural Family Planning 
 Al and Adrienne Keogler, Instructors 
 
St. Joseph Project 
 Mrs. Queta Donovan, Contact Person 
 
Marriage Encounter 
 John and Bev Maley, Parish representatives 
 
Marriage Preparation Program 
 Mr. Tim Reilly, Coordinator 
 
Eucharistic Adoration--Anonymous Apostles of Divine Mercy  
 Mrs. Queta Donovan, Contact Person 
 
Lay Missionaries of Charity  
 Queta & Kevin Donovan, Coordinators 
 
Altar Angels  
 Mrs. Kelly Gerbo (Church Cleaning) 
               Mrs. Laurie Murphy (Altar Linens) 
 
Garden Angels  
 Mrs. Eileen Gallo, Coordinator 
 
Job Network Support Group,  
       Harry Dieck, Michael Ronan, Contact Persons 
 
Telephone Numbers 
Rectory/Parish Office 203/426-1014 
Parish Fax 203/426-6222 
Parish Center Offices 203/426-2572 
St. Rose School Office 203/426-5102 
St. Rose Pre-School Office 203/426-3405 
St. Rose Religious Education Office 203/426-2333 
St. Rose Religious Education Fax 203/426-8074 
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